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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 


Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  (browse  by  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #09STOCKHOLM707. 
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SUBJECT:  SOCIAL  DEM  LEADER  SAHLIN  MEETS  WITH  AMBASSADOR 
REF:  STOCKHOLM  686 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  Matthew  Barzun  for  reasons  1.4  (B)  & (D). 

IQ.  (C)  Summary:  On  November  9,  Ambassador  met  with  Social 
Democratic  Party  (SDP)  Leader  Mona  Sahlin.  Highlights  of  the 
conversation  were:  SDP  supports  Sweden's  continued  mission  in 
Afghanistan;  Sahlin  would  like  to  see  increased  cooperation 
with  the  U.S.  on  environment  and  cultural  issues;  and  the  SDP 
is  preparing  for  a tough  fight  as  it  nears  the  2010  general 


elections.  End  Summary. 

J.2 . (C)  Ambassador  had  a courtesy  call  with  Social  Democratic 
Party  Leader  Mona  Sahlin.  The  topics  of  discussion  included 
Afghanistan,  Trans-Atlantic  ties  and  the  upcoming  general 
election . 

--  Afghanistan:  The  Ambassador  thanked  Sahlin  for  Sweden's 
continued  contribution  to  Afghanistan.  She  replied  that 
continued  international  involvement  is  "so  very  important", 
as  it  is  not  a U.S.  campaign  as  the  critics  allege.  All  but 
one  party  in  the  parliament  supports  Sweden's  involvement  in 
Afghanistan.  Sahlin  said  British  Foreign  Minister  Miliband 
recently  told  her  British  opinion  of  Afghanistan  is  becoming 
more  negative.  A new  strategy  is  key,  she  said,  stressing 
that  Europe  is  waiting  for  the  Obama  Administration  to 
announce  its  new  Afghanistan/Pakistan  strategy.  She  lauded 
General  McChrystal,  calling  him  "wise  and  credible"  and  his 
report  "easy  to  read." 

— Trans-Atlantic  Relationship:  Sahlin  explained  that  three 
years  ago  the  Swedish  public's  anti-U.S.  sentiments  were 
strong,  but  a big  shift  has  occurred.  President  Obama's 
election  was  one  factor;  the  other  is  a better  understanding 
by  Swedes  of  how  to  deal  with  the  U.S.  She  told  the 
Ambassador  she  would  like  to  strengthen  the  U.S. -Swedish 
relationship  through  cooperation  on  climate  change  and  shared 
cultural  values. 

— Domestic  Politics:  Sahlin  said  her  party  will  have  a tough 
fight  leading  up  to  the  2010  general  elections.  The  most 
important  issue  will  be  jobs  and  the  economy  (reftel), 
especially  as  unemployment  is  very  high  and  will  continue  to 
rise.  Foreign  policy  issues  will  not  decide  the  election 
outcome,  but  discussion  of  Sweden's  involvement  in 
Afghanistan  could  gain  in  volume.  Compared  to  the  rest  of 
Europe,  Sweden's  xenophobic  political  party,  Sweden 
Democrats,  is  one  of  the  smallest.  While  the  party  is 
gaining  political  ground,  Sahlin  said  all  seven  major 
political  parties  refuse  to  work  with  them,  even  if  they  gain 
a seat  in  Parliament. 
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